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Finding Out by Asking 
SOME years ago a captain-doctor in the army was being tested by a board of 
examiners for promotion to the grade of 
major. During the course of his examina-
tion in diagnosis he was taken through a 
ward of a hospital. The first patient was 
selected, the candidate was ushered to the 
bedside and asked to diagnose the case. 
To the amazement and chagrin of the 
examiners instead of investigating for 
symptoms he asked the patient what he 
was suffering from. The patient replied, 
"Typhoid fever." 
In the many and varied relations of pub-
lic accountants with clients and employes, 
it sometimes develops that men on the staff 
16 HASKINS & SELLS February 
have previously been in the employ of 
certain clients, either new or old, without 
such fact being known to the manager or 
other person who makes the assignment of 
accountants to engagements. 
One way to find out whether or not such 
is the case is to wait until the accountant 
has reached the scene of the engagement 
and see if he appears to be acquainted with 
the client or the employes. 
Another way is to ask him before he is 
assigned to the engagement. 
It should be clear to every one in the 
organization, for reasons too numerous and 
too apparent to mention, that the assign-
ment of staff accountants to engagements 
covering work for their former employers 
is inexpedient. The accountant might 
naturally be expected to mention the 
former relation. The duty of finding it 
out devolves upon those exercising man-
agerial functions. It should not be left 
to the accountant. The information should 
be obtained before the assignment is made. 
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